a S^tiffener composition disposed between two layers of sheet 
material, the stiff ener composition including a polymeric 
matei^ial which is stiff at ambient temperature below 50 °C but 
is plduable and adhesive at an elevated temperature between 
50 °C and 90 °C and has a melt viscosity measured at 100 °C in 
the rangfe from 100 Pas to 10,000 Pas and wherein at least one 
of said layers of sheet material has openings therein in a 
size range\from 0*15 mm 2 to 5 mm 2 . 

\ ^2o. A\ material according to claims^2 or 2 4 wherein the 
melt viscosity of the polymeric material at 100 °C is in the 



range from 900\Pas to 2500 Pas 



A material according to claims ^2-2 or ^< wherein 
\ * 
the openings havey a size range from 0.3 mm 2 to 1.5 mm 2 

~>7. A material according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein the shoe stiffener material has a thickness 

o 2.00mm. 

yfril^ A material according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein the stifVener composition comprises between 85% 
and 3 0% by weight of saia polymeric material and 15% and 7 0% 
by weight of particulate filler . 

A material according to claim 2-8 wherein the partic- 
ulate filler has a size between 50 microns and 500 microns. 



p-C. A material accordingvto claim ^8 wherein the size of 
the particulate filler is between 100 microns and 400 microns. 
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^ A shoe material according to any one of claims^S" or 

^9 wherein the filler is mica* J 

<^^<\ A material according to any one of claims ^or 2&* 
wherein -^Jie filler is talc. 

J¥S. A material according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein the polymeric material comprises 
polycapolactone . 

^3-4^ A material according to any one of claims to 
wherein the polymeric material comprises poly ( tetramethylene- 
adipate) . 

^ V- ' 

>5. A material according to any of the preceding claims 

wherein at least o\je of said layers of sheet material is a 

woven fabric. 

"^e. A material according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein at leasr\ one of said layers of sheet material 
is a knitted fabric. 

N. 

jyf* A material according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein at least on W said layers of sheet material is 
an apertured non-woven fabric 

3%, . . . 

A metl^pd of^making a material according to any one 
of the claims to Jtff, said method comprising: 

(a) procuring two layers of sheet material, at least on 
of said layers having openings therein; 



(b) introducing a layer of a stiffener composition 
between the layers of sheet material; and 

(c) treating the layers to cause them to adhere to one 
another without the stiffener composition leaking through the 
openings . 

^3-9. A method according to claim ^S^wherein the layer of 
the stiffener composition is introduced in step (b) by extrud- 
ing it and in step (c) the layers are treated by pressing and 
cooling. 

^A<f. A method of incorporating a shoe stiffener according 



to claim ^wr with a shoe upper component comprising position 
the stiffener with one of said layers of sheet material with 
openings therein in face-to-face contact with the upper compo- 
nent, before or after said positioning heating the stiffener 
to such an extent that the polymeric material becomes pliable 
and flowable under pressure, and whilst the polymeric material 
is still flowable pressing the stiffener against the upper 
component under pressure sufficient to cause sufficient of the 
polymeric material to be expelled from the layer of stiffener 
composition through said openings, shaping the upper component 
and contacting stiffener to a desired shape and cooling the 
polymeric material or allowing it to cool, whereby the stiff- 
ener is bonded to the upper component by the expelled polymer- 
ic material and provides stiffening of the upper component. 

REMARKS 



The above amendment places the application in better U.S. 
practice . 



